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Introduction  
• Enhancing the social impact of universities through problem-solving 

research involves several key steps: 
•  Identifying societal needs: Universities should conduct a thorough 

analysis of the social issues and challenges relevant to their location 
and the broader community to identify the most pressing problems that 
the research should address.  

 
• Collaborating with stakeholders: Engaging with non-academic 

stakeholders, such as policymakers, NGOs, and businesses, can help 
universities understand their needs and expectations, ensuring that the 
research is relevant and useful to society 
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• Adopting a problem-solving mindset: Encouraging researchers to 
adopt a problem-solving mindset and focus on developing actionable 
solutions to address the identified social issues can lead to research 
that directly addresses societal needs and contributes to positive 
change. 

• Leveraging existing resources: Utilizing the university's existing 
resources, such as research centers, institutes, and partnerships, can 
support the research and its societal impact. 

• Promoting interdisciplinary research: Encouraging interdisciplinary 
research projects that bring together experts from various fields can 
lead to more innovative and effective solutions. 

3	
  



 
WHY THE SDGS MATTER 

TO UNIVERSITIES?  
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   WHAT ARE THE SDGs?  
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SDGs 
• In September 2015, world 
leaders at the UN unanimously 
adopted Transforming Our World: 
The 2030  Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.  

• The agenda, which came into 
effect on 1 January 2016, aims to 
set the world on a path  towards a 
better future for all by 2030. 	
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• A full list of targets for each goal can be found at 
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
sustainable-development-goals/ 
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Aligning postgraduate research with 
societal needs 
• Universities can encourage postgraduate students to 
align their research with societal needs by utilizing the 
SDGs as a framework. 

 
• This approach provides a comprehensive guide for 
addressing societal needs and can serve as a source of 
motivation for postgraduate researchers 
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Enhancing the university's social impact through 
problem-solving research 

• Modern universities are developing research strategies aimed at 
improving their rankings through generating significant societal 
impact.  

 
• This involves fostering interdisciplinary research approaches to 

address complex societal challenges and actively engaging with 
non-academic stakeholders to ensure the practical application of 
research outcomes. 
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The methodology 
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SDGS 17 PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS 
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
Framework 
• Use SDGs as a framework for aligning research with 
societal needs.  

• Address complex challenges faced by society through 
interdisciplinary and collaborative approaches.  
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University's Research Strategy 
 
• Nurturing talent and engaging in strategic 
collaborations. 

• Attracting students through research strengths. 
• Focusing on long-term fundamental research and 
interdisciplinary potential. 
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Fostering Research with Societal Impact 
• Effective community engagement, as a potential pathway to societal 

impact of research, requires deep understanding and adept navigation of 
the highly complex ecosystem that shapes research and impact work.  

 
• This knowledge is often the hard-earned product of years of work, but 

individual researchers shouldn’t be expected do this alone.  
 
•  Institutions and disciplines play critical roles in supporting academics to 

realize social change from their research in addition to the influence of 
funders, government policies, industry needs, and other factors inform the 
chances of success. 
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  What can universities do? 
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What can universities do? 
•   Provide students with the knowledge, skills, and motivation to 

understand and address the  challenges of the SDGs  
• Empower and mobilize young people.  
• Provide in-depth academic or vocational training to implement 

SDG solutions . 
•   Enhance opportunities for capacity building of students and 

professionals from developing  countries to address challenges 
relating to the SDGs . Provide students with the knowledge, 
skills, and motivation to understand and address the  challenges 
of the SDGs. 
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  Cross-cutting skills and ‘key competencies’  
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Research and Impact Strategy 
•  Encourage and promote the SDGs as a topic of research within 

the university.  
•   Support the full spectrum of research approaches needed 

to address the SDGs, including  interdisciplinary and 
transdisciplinary research. 

• Support and incubate innovation for sustainable development 
solutions. 

• Actively support national and local implementation of the SDGs.  
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• Advocate for national support and coordination of 
research on the SDGs. 

• Support capacity building for developing countries to 
undertake and use research on the SDGs 
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How to start deepen the engagement with the SDGs?  
 

28	
  



A whole-of-university approach is essential and universities can 
use the following Steps to start  and deepen their engagement 
with the SDGs:  
 1. Mapping what they are already doing.  

2. Building internal capacity and ownership of the SDGs.  
3. Identifying priorities, opportunities and gaps. 
4. Integrating, implementing and embedding the SDGs 
within university strategies, policies and  plans. 
5. Monitoring, evaluating and communicating their 
actions on the SDGs. 
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For further reading  

30	
  

• h-ps://www.undp.org/sustainable-­‐development-­‐goals/partnerships-­‐
for-­‐the-­‐goals.	
  

• h-ps://docs.google.com/document/d/
1IlA4WsOMk7A-­‐48gOvU_WFMwGP4jMyrkQpqGa4H4O-­‐Uw/edit.	
  	
  


